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· Charles John Huffam Dickens 7 February 1812 – 9 June 1870) was an English novelist and social critic who created some of the world's best-known fictional characters, and is regarded by many as the greatest novelist of the Victorian era.His works enjoyed unprecedented popularity during his lifetime and, by the 20th century, critics and scholars had recognised him as a literary genius. His novels and short stories are widely read today.
· Born in Portsmouth, Dickens left school at the age of 12 to work in a boot-blacking factory when his father John was incarcerated in a debtors' prison. After three years he returned to school, before he began his literary career as a journalist. Dickens edited a weekly journal for 20 years, wrote 15 novels, five novellas, hundreds of short stories and non-fiction articles, lectured and performed readings extensively, was an indefatigable letter writer, and campaigned vigorously for children's rights, for education, and for other social reforms.
· Dickens's literary success began with the 1836 serial publication of The Pickwick Papers.

                                             ABOUT THE NOVEL OLIVER TWIST
· Oliver Twist; or, The Parish Boy's Progress, is the second novel by English author Charles Dickens. It was originally published as a serial from 1837 to 1839, and as a three-volume book in 1838.
· Originally published: April 1839
· Author: Charles Dickens
· Characters: Fagin, Artful Dodger, Bill Sikes, Mr. Bumble, Nancy, MORE
· Genre: Serial novel
· Original title: Oliver Twist; or, The Parish Boy's Progress
                                                      What Is Oliver Twist About?
Oliver Twist is English novelist Charles Dickens' second novel. Oliver Twist is a satirical novel, which uses humor and irony to unveil the lives of criminals and orphans to explore the realities of domestic violence and child labor in 19th century London. Although the plot can sometimes be complex, to answer what is Oliver Twist about: the novel follows a young orphan named Oliver Twist in his dismal and often cruel life.

                                                                            Characters
Although there are many Oliver Twist characters that appear, the main characters are:
Oliver Twist
The titular character is born an orphan and is forced into unjust and cruel situations from child farms to workhouses to a life of crime. He is constantly thrown into trusting the wrong adults. The boy's innocence reveals the extreme suffering of the poor in Victorian England. Oliver's pure actions like asking for food and attempting to stop a burglary show how misfortune lives can be difficult to escape.
Fagin
He is hired by a man to turn Oliver into a criminal. He constantly does the wrong thing out of greediness and doesn't see anything wrong with harming children for his gain.
Nancy
Nancy attempts to break away from the safety of Fagin's gang to help Oliver, leading to her murder. Her desire to do the right thing leads to her martyrdom and shows that no matter the circumstances people are put in, it is up to them to do the right thing.
Mr. Bumble
A wealthy stakeholder in the cruel workhouses meant to help the poor, Mr. Bumble upholds systems that oppress the very people he's meant to help.
Artful Dodger
Another one of Dickens' orphan characters, the young boy is taken in by Fagin and finds Oliver while he's running away. The Artful Dodger shows how poverty can lead people into a life of crime for survival.
Bill Sikes
Another one of Fagin's group, Bill Sikes is a violent man. Bill's inability to control his anger leads him to kill Nancy, and ultimately leads to his own consequential death.
Monks
Although he doesn't appear until the end of the novel, he is key in Oliver's fate. Monks is Oliver's half-brother, and although he wanted Oliver out of the picture to get a bigger inheritance, he is forced to sign over the money to Oliver. Monks acts only out of selfishness, which leads him to gain nothing.
                                                         Oliver Twist ‘summary
Although the novel follows the childhood of Oliver, Dickens weaves many characters into his life who influence each other's actions and consequences, leading Oliver Twist's plot to be complex and interconnected. Oliver Twist's summary condenses the key aspects of his dismal childhood and connects the characters' interdependent lives.
· The novel introduces Oliver Twist, who was born in early Victorian London to an unidentifiable woman who died after giving birth to him.
· Oliver spends his youth in a sort of orphanage which Dickens calls a child farm until it is decided he is old enough to work. At almost nine years old, Oliver is sent to work at an adult workhouse. Here, he suffers tremendously and is left hungry. Left with little food, he utters the famous words: please sir, I want some more. Disgusted with the boy's hunger, the parish officials sell Oliver to Mr. Sowerberry, an undertaker, who uses him as an apprentice to his trade.
· After being mistreated again, he runs away to London, where he befriends the Artful Dodger and Fagin, who let Oliver live with them and teach him pickpocketing.
· While pickpocketing, Oliver is caught by Mr. Brownlow, a victim of the team's criminal acts. Believing Oliver to be a victim of misfortunate events, Mr. Brownlow offers to take Oliver in and help him.
· Fagin sends Bill Sikes and Nancy to kidnap Oliver and bring him back.
· Oliver is paired with Bill on a house burglary, but they are too loud and wake up the servants. Oliver is shot in the scuffle but reveals he was trying to wake up the house to warn them of Fagin's gang. The homeowners, Mrs. Maylie and her young niece, Rose, take in Oliver to nurse him back to health. Here, he learns to read and write and is reunited with Mr. Brownlow.
· Fagin reveals that a man named Monks paid him off to turn Oliver into a criminal. After hearing this, Nancy secretly tries to help Oliver, but Bill kills her after feeling betrayed.
· Mr. Brownlow finds Monks and discovers that Monks is Oliver's half-brother because their father had an affair with Oliver's mother. Monks' plan was to strip Oliver from their shared inheritance. However, this discovery leads Monks to have to give Oliver his share.
· Rose turns out to be related to Oliver as well. She was his mother's younger sister and was adopted by Mrs. Maylie after her death.
· Fagin is found guilty of his crimes and hanged.
· Mr. Brownlow adopts Oliver, and they live peacefully with Mrs. Maylies.
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